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A             -year bond   with CCF: An interview with its current Chairman16
 Twenty years ago, the three-year old son of Ms Miami Wu, 

CCF Founder Chairman, came down with leukaemia. As her son 
underwent treatment, Ms Wu went through a great trial that taxed 

both her physical and mental endurance. Given the limited information 
and resources available in those days, she fully understood the helplessness and fear of 
child patients’ families in the battle against a life-threatening disease. It was in this frame 
of mind that she evolved a plan for the establishment of a Children’s Cancer Foundation (CCF) 
to support paediatric patients and their families. She joined forces with two child oncology 
specialists and two well-known personalities to form a five-member subcommittee. The 
CCF was formally launched in 1989. By now, the Foundation has 17 active members and a 
full membership of more than 30, including inactive members.

 The CCF Founder Chairman Ms Wu stepped down in 1995 and was succeeded 
by Mrs Rosita Lie, who has remained at the helm up to now. On the occasion of CCF’s 
20th anniversary, I took the opportunity to interview Mrs Lie, who gladly gave a detailed 
account of her 16-year bond with CCF.

  “In 1992, soon after my retirement from editorial work, I had the chance of being invited by two 
CCF members to join the Foundation on different occasions. That same year, I attended their regular 
meeting for the first time in September. In January 1993, I joined the Foundation formally as a member. 
That was when my lasting bond with CCF was forged. In early 1995, Ms Wu, CCF Founder Chairman, 
was planning to step down. She persuaded me time and again to take up her job. At first, I declined, 
thinking I was too green and unqualified for the position. It was only in the middle of that year, when Ms 
Wu officially resigned, that I took up the chairman’s job.”

 When Mrs Lie first joined CCF as a volunteer, her intention was to serve the Foundation by 
doing what she was most good at and help those in need. She had no particular expectations for 
the volunteering job. As the chairman of the Foundation, she plays an active role in CCF projects and 
programmes, revelling in the joy of helping others in the process.

 “From the very moment I took up the rein, I looked upon this honorary job as a paid job, and 
threw myself wholeheartedly into it.”

 As the chairman of the Foundation, Mrs Lie has to shoulder the great responsibility of overseeing 
its development.  Presumably, the job entails much work pressure.  However, Mrs Lie made light of the 
workload.   

 “At the beginning, I approached my task not without trepidation because I was at the stage of 
learning my ropes at CCF. I had concern that my inadequate awareness of patient needs, hospital 
operations and personal network might hamper CCF’s operation. However, I have never felt too much 
pressure. I believe that as long as you’re dedicated, do your job with your whole heart and whole 
mind, and try your best, that’s good enough.”  In the course of playing the new chairman’s role, Mrs Lie 
developed her own management philosophy.

 “I wish I’ll not make mistakes, and that my policy decisions will not be way off the CCF track. 
The Foundation has its modus operandi. I don’t want to sway foundation policies with my personal 
views, causing big changes. I understand that I can’t always insist on doing every thing my way. An 
organization is made up of different departments, and each department is bound to have its own 
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A             -year bond   with CCF: An interview with its current Chairman

opinions. To ensure the sound implementation of policies, all those 
involved will often have to integrate, give and take.”

 The CCF members spearhead the Foundation’s development, 
guiding its front-line staff in the execution of its policies. The members, 
professionals in their own field, are capable of offering invaluable 
advice, be it CCF planning or policy implementation. They are able to 
see things from multiple viewpoints and command a macro view on 
diverse issues. Then there are our front-line staff members, who also 
play a major role. They are the ones who have first-hand knowledge 
and understanding of the needs of the child patients’ families and the 
inadequacies of public resources and the medical system. They are 
in a good position to provide timely and realistic suggestions for the 
development of CCF’s services.

 Over the last 15 years, Mrs Lie has come across countless 
unforgettable personalities and touching incidents.  To her the stories 
of two child patients were particularly saddening. She cannot forget a 
boy with retinal tumour, who was eight at the time. Although cancer 
growth had caused the removal of an eyeball, he remained to be a 
bubbly child, smiling all the time. He was offered a range of services 
by CCF.  And he, although hampered by the loss of an eye, took an 
active part in CCF Families’ Club activities together with his mother.   
That was how Mrs Lie came to know the boy and his mother well.

 “One day I ran into the boy’s mother at the hospital and was 
told that he had passed away. The sad news shocked me. I had seen 
him only about six months earlier, and he seemed healthy and bubbly 
as ever, with no signs of a relapse. I was saddened the following few 
days and came to realize how immediate and big the threat of cancer 
was to a sick child’s life.”

 The other sad story involved a female brain cancer survivor. Mrs 
Lie learned from the girl’s mother that her studies were affected by 
memory loss after cancer treatment, and the mother worried about 
her daughter’s future despite her remission. Through the mother 
and daughter, the CCF Chairman saw the different obstacles that a 
sick child has to face in the process of growing up and the parents’ 
inevitable endless worries and helplessness. Once again, Mrs Lie was 
convinced of the importance of CCF’s long-term follow-up projects.

 Despite the two child patients’ adverse situations, there is no 
lack of heartening stories. Mrs Lie said that she is infinitely gratified 
whenever she receives commending letters from patients’ parents or 
medical professionals about CCF’s services and facilities, or whenever 
she hears words of thanks. “I am thrilled by CCF’s contributions and its 
achievements in the technological advancement of paediatric cancer 
treatment.” Moreover, she has often heard friends sing praises of  

CCF’s work on numerous social occasions. They appreciate its matter-
of-fact approach and think of it as a successful charitable organization. 
These compliments are the source of great encouragement for Mrs 
Lie and her fellow members and staff at CCF.

 Looking back over the last 15 years, Mrs Lie is heartened to 
witness CCF’s coming of age, not only in terms of size and operation, 
but also in the gaining of greater recognition from the community at 
large. Nevertheless, new challenges ahead are inevitable.

 “We will not rest on our laurels. For instance, there’s the 
construction of the Centre of Excellence in Paediatrics by the 
Government, a project spearheaded by CCF in recent years. The fully 
equipped Respite Care and Rehabilitation Centre at Pak Tin Estate 
went into operation in August. These two projects show that we have 
never stopped developing new services. We have to keep abreast 
of the times and find out the new needs of society for a changing 
time before we can truly help our child patients and their families. 
Therefore, I am certain that there is still much room for CCF’s service 
expansion and development. But I have always insisted on the steady 
and sound delivery of CCF’s services and advised against white 
elephant projects. And when we plan ahead, we have to look far and 
wide. I believe that every venture calls for a long-term plan and full 
preparation.”

 As Mrs Lie gave a captivating account of her 16 years with the 
Foundation, she exuded her usual self-assurance and poise. She told 
me that after all these challenging years, she has full confidence that 
she can stay on top of things at CCF.

 “At this point of my life, I am fulfilled. For the rest of my life, I will 
persist with my volunteering job and do what I’m best at. Hopefully 
I can still enjoy the support from fellow members, staff and other 
volunteers and I thank them all for their trust in me. I have every 
confidence that CCF would make steady progress and live up to 
the expectations of all its supporters. I look forward to the early 
establishment of the Centre of Excellence in Paediatrics, a facility which 
provides more professional, high-quality and sophisticated services to 
child patients.”

 The writer would like to take this opportunity to wish CCF, under 
the guidance of Mrs Lie, sustainable growth in line with the needs 
of the time and foundation goals, while making good use of its 
resources, for its continued support of child patients and their families.

Interviewed and compiled by Molin Lin
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“Head-shaving is symbolic of re-birth.  

With the falling off of old hair, yesterday falls away with it and is 
dead and gone. 

With the sprouting of fresh hair, tomorrow dawns with hope of a 
new day.

May all children suffering from cancer be blessed with a re-birth 
of life, coming out of their treatments with pristine clean cells, an 
inspired spirit and renewed courage to go forward again. ”

Miami Wu
Founder Chairman, Children’s Cancer Foundation

 On 23 April this year, CCF Founder Chairman Miami Wu, accompanied by three 
Sunshine Kids, Wong Ha Cho, Mak Hong Yuen and Ko Lap Wai, took part in the head-
shaving fundraising event organized by the St. Baldrick’s Foundation. The Foundation 
participated in the event, which symbolizes renewal and never-ending life, not just to 
express its gratitude to the fundraiser for its contributions over the years to paediatric 
cancer patients, but also, most importantly, to take it as a platform to declare the 
beginning of a new era of CCF’s services.  After two decades of exploration and 
practice, the transformed CCF is prepared to enter into another 20 years of excellence. 

 In the matter of less than 
five minutes and spurred on by 
a great applause, the head-
shaving exercise was completed.  Scissors clipped swiftly, and the four participants, 
each with a shiny and clean-shaven head, appeared hand in hand on stage, cheered 
on by over 200 supporters. Then 17 other Sunshine Kids walked in single file up the 
stage and gave one another a warm hug. The 20 young survivors joined the CCF 
Founder Chairman for a historic group photo session. The beaming faces of the 
survivors are a testimony of CCF’s rich and impressive fruits of labour over the last 20 
years.

Why did she shave her head?

Acknowledgements
 Upon learning Miami’s participation and the philosophy behind the charity 
head-shaving event, our friends from various sectors offered all kinds of support and 
sent their good wishes. One of them is Mr Johnny Yu of Beauti Hair Centre, who, 
a supplier of high-quality wigs to children at CCF at highly discounted prices over 
the years, presented Ms Wu with two beautifully custom-made wigs. CCF is much 
indebted to Mr Yu’s generosity.

“…it is bald as the bare mountain tops are bald, 
with a baldness full of grandeur…”

William Wordsworth
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Why did she shave her head? The Story of a Seedling

 

Twenty years ago, on 5 May 1989, CCF 

Founder Chairman Ms Miami Wu and four other 

CCF members had their first meeting in a small room at the 

Prince of Wales Hospital and reached the decision to establish CCF.

 In 1988, shortly after Ms Wu’s son Donovan turned three, he was diagnosed with blood 

cancer. The doctors gave him less than 10 per cent of a chance to live because his cancer cell count was so 

high that it broke the hospital count. Donovan suffered daily at the hospital as he went through chemotherapy, 

radiotherapy, spinal taps and endless injections. Constantly plagued by fear, Ms Wu asked herself, “Is it today that my 

son is going to die?  Is he going to leave me?” Three months passed by, Donovan still lived, and was even allowed to leave 

the hospital miraculously. The doctors wanted him to stay home, but Ms Wu sent him to kindergarten instead, so that he could 

at least try and live a normal life for as long as he could. Despite the fact that his condition began to stabilize, the fear of a possible 

relapse never dissipated. As the years unfolded,  Donovan thrived. Each passing day, from kindergarten through primary to secondary 

school, Donovan lived on borrowed time. He even graduated from Leeds University in England three years ago in Sports & Exercise 

Science Study!

 Having just turned 24 this year, Donovan now works as a class one instructor at the Outward Bound School. 

Right now, he is tougher than any one of us here. He recently received the highest “Chairman’s Award 2008-2009” 

from the School. It was a pity that Donovan was unable to join the fundraiser of St. Baldrick’s Foundation, and 

go bald with his mother together, because the Outward Bound School needed Donovan to lead a group of 

participants on board its sailing ship “The Spirit of Outward Bound” to Taiwan. 

 Back in 1988, the hospitals could only provide the most basic treatment for child cancer patients, and Ms 

Wu had no one to turn to for help. She thought to herself, “If Donovan is going to die, why don’t I just try and 

give some meaning to his short three years of life on earth, instead of moping in despair from day to day? The 

doctors had said that they wanted to set up a charity to improve things at the hospital. If I helped them, at 

least other children with cancer would benefit from it.”  That was how the CCF seed  was sown, and as you can see, it 

sprouted, flourished and bore fruits for an incredible 20 years. And the miraculous thing is－Donovan not only survived, but also 

set a good example for other cancer-stricken children.

 The CCF Family Service Centre in Wong Tai Sin provides diversified services to members of the patients’ families. 

A Respite Care and Rehabilitation Centre was opened in Pak Tin Estate in August this year.

 What’s more, after four years of hard planning and lobbying, CCF has won the approval of the 

Government to build the Centre of Excellence in Paediatrics for seriously and chronically ill children. 

In five to six years, Hong Kong will finally have its own children’s hospital, thanks to the 

Children’s Cancer Foundation’s great determination to make this happen.

Compiled by 
James Wong
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It All Starts with the Family

to 
cherish 
at home  In their twilight years, they should have been free to enjoy life. 

But the news of their grandchildren falling ill makes their hearts sink. 

They cannot bring themselves to accept their grandchildren are cancer-

stricken at such a young age. They would be filled with fear as they 

know very little about cancer and its treatment. Seeing the negative 

side effects of chemotherapy, they feel their grandchildren’s great pains 

and would rather swap places with them.

Their grandchildren’s parents being their sons and daughters, they 

would also worry about their children’s emotional and physical 

problems. Watching their children wasting away while taking care 

of their sick child, though concerned, they dare not ask too many 

questions. They have no choice but to try and help out more to give 

their children more time to rest. “Just let us know when you need help. 

Don’t exert yourself too much!” are the only words they would say to 

show how much they care.

 In the hospital hallway, we would often 

run into some elderly men or women who look 

familiar. Carrying bags full of stuff, they tend 

to walk slowly and unsteadily as they head to 

the wards, visiting not their children, but their 

children’s sick kids. More often than not, we  

don’t know them by their names. We just know 

they are the grandpas or grandmas of child 

patients so-and-so.

The
ones
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It All Starts with the Family

 As they are advanced in years, it is only natural 

that the grandparents would fall ill themselves. The 

sudden news of their grandchildren’s sickness may 

have come as a shock to them in their once peaceful 

life, and may be cause for concern as it may be too 

much for them to stomach. But human potential should 

not be underestimated. From my own observation, it 

is rare for grandparents to become ill and die because 

of the bad news from their sick grandchildren. On the 

contrary, they would adopt a more positive outlook on 

life because they now have a sense of mission: to join 

their grandchildren in their fight against cancer!

 The grandparents are indeed a great help in 

the course of treatment. At home, they can help with 

cooking, taking care of the sick child’s siblings and 

accompanying them here and there, and sending 

meals and other necessities to the hospital.... At the 

hospital, they can take care of the sick child, take him 

or her back to the hospital for follow-up medical checks 

and treatment, so that the child’s parents can spare 

time to rest and even go back to work. They are such a 

great help in relieving the pressure on the parents. But, 

in response to others’ compliments, they would simply 

say, “We just do our best!”

 Nevertheless, the grandparents do have their 

limitations. They may not be as educated as we are, 

and so they may find it hard to understand some 

of the more difficult medical terms. It would also be 

challenging for them to grasp their sick grandchild's 

progress, or follow the medical professionals’ 

instructions or live up to certain stringent hygiene 

standards. Because of their diminished memory, they 

may forget to do certain important tasks. To Hong Kong 

people who are used to a fast-paced life, it may take 

extra patience for them to get along with old people, 

who are slow in pace and long-winded. Sometimes, 

the grandparents and parents may even have to 

make compromises because of the differences in their 

approaches to teaching young children.

 Despite their limitations, the grandparents are 

surely the ones we can trust 100 per cent. In my line of 

work, I have come to realize the meaning of the saying, 

“Old people are the ones to cherish at home”. An extra 

pair of hands means one more way of relieving the 

pressure. While they take care of their grandchildren, 

the grandparents are actually extending their love 

for their children to the next generation. Hopefully we 

would all come to appreciate how much “the ones to 

cherish at home” care, and realize how they should be 

cherished. 

Vanessa Cheiu

Family Counsellor
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Hospital Games ... More than Child’s Play

 The purpose of having Wai Wai name 
his problem is to externalize it, disassociating 
his phobia and lack of courage from him, 
and giving him a safe distance and space to 
explore the impact of his fear on himself.

 Then the play specialist prompted Wai 
Wai to find a way to capture H9. He gave the 
task some thought, and drew a magic spell 
symbol to seal his painting of H9 for good.

 Many child patients fear taking shots, but counselling may not relieve this kind of uncontrollable 
pressure. However, a method based on the theory of Narrative Therapy may work. It is known as 
“externalization”, which is meant to enable the patient to extricate himself or herself from the problem, and 
find a solution from a new perspective. Wai Wai’s story is a case in point.

3. Wai Wai fears H9 no 
more

 On the day of his spinal tap, the play 
specialist asked if Wai Wai had come up with 
any strategy against H9. He took out the 
sealed drawing from under his pillow and 
announced, “I’m not afraid of you!” Then, 
Wai Wai went bravely with the nurse into the 
treatment room. Although he did cry a little, 
the fear subsided and he could sleep well 
that night.

 Finally, Wai Wai threw his drawing 
of H9 into the dustbin. He was no longer 
afraid of spinal taps. The hospital play 
specialist praised him for being a smart boy 
with problem-solving skills. In response, he 
proudly said, “Of course!”

 Narrative Therapy enabled Wai Wai 
to externalize his problem. Since the focus 
of his problem was shifted, and he sensed 
the empathy from the others, he became 
motivated to change. Wai Wai no longer 
blames himself for being chicken-hearted, 
and has even discovered his ability and 
wisdom. From now on this will give him 
greater confidence and courage to continue 
his treatment.

Wallis Chan
Hospital Play Specialist

1. Wai Wai, your turn to 
be the doctor!

 Wai Wai was asked to assume the role 
of a doctor, using toy equipment to simulate 
the extraction of bone marrow and giving 
shots to a male figurine named patient B. B 
was so scared of pain and spinal taps that 
he would cry every time. Wai Wai’s mother, 
doctor and nurse all wanted B to be a brave 
boy, but he just could not do that.

 Seven-year-old Wai Wai, a leukaemia patient, fears bone marrow extraction and spinal shots the most. He was so nervous about these 
treatment procedures that he would lose sleep over them. On the day that he needed to get a spinal shot, his heart would go pounding, and he 
would even burst into tears at the sight of the doctor. So the hospital play therapist at his hospital employed the Narrative Therapy method and 
played a therapeutic game with him.

2. Fear now becomes 
visible!

 The hospital play specialist encouraged 
Wai Wai to pictorialize his phobia for spinal 
taps on a card, and give it a name. He went 
about the task excitedly and said, “I’ll call it H9!” 

 Such a role play gave Wai Wai the 
chance to express his problem, and his 
thoughts and emotions about it. The hospital 
play specialist understood that he blamed 
himself for not being brave enough, and 
comforted him, forging a trusting patient-
therapist relationship. 

Note
For further details about the different kinds of interventions and skills employed in Narrative Therapy, interested 
readers are referred to the following books for reference:
1.Epston, D. & White, M. 1990: ‘Story, knowledge, power.’ Narratives of Therapeutic Ends.
2.Jennifer Freeman, ‘Playful Approaches to Serious Problems--Narrative Therapy with children and Their Families’2020

Children’s Cancer Foundation Newsletter · Vol.36 · 06/2009

Say goodbye to fear and

the chicken-hearted!

28

Using a charm 
against H9.

The fear pictured and drawn by 
Wai Wai is named H9.
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Updates on the Long-term Follow-up Programme

 Want to be your own boss? How should you go about it? How much capital would you need? Why do some 
people find themselves close to folding up just a few months into business? Under the Long-term Follow-up Programme, 
Mr Cheng and Miss Au, both with over 10 years of experience running their own businesses, were invited to speak at 
a workshop to unlock the secrets of success in business. During the session, Mr Cheng, a coffee shop owner, and Miss 
Au, once the owner of a flower shop, shared their experiences with participants. Given the enthusiastic response of their 
audience, our guest speakers had to repeatedly extend the sharing session with them. Following are some of the highlights 
of the workshop.

Setting up Both speakers emphasized the importance of thorough research before setting up shop: 
The first thing is know your business well and look beyond the present. For example: Mr Cheng 
anticipates that, unlike Taiwanese beverages, which might be popular for just a year or so, there will 
be room for growth for his coffee shop business in the next 20 years. 

 Sole proprietorship or partnership: In the case of partnering with a friend (or friends), Mr Cheng 
believes that mutual understanding is very important. As for the division of labour, it has to be based 
on individual partners’ strengths.

Target Determine the products to sell and know your competitors: Mr Cheng would take a 
30-minute walk in the neighbourhood of his coffee shop to size up potential competitors.

 Pick your customers: Make up your mind about your target clientele and devise your pricing 
strategy accordingly. 

Capital Being flush with capital is the first step: Miss Au believes that it pays to have sufficient cash ready 
because you will be under no pressure to answer to somebody else.

 Capital management must be well under control: Given his experience in the food industry, Mr 
Cheng would limit his cost of food to 28–30% of his selling price and shop renovation expenses to 30–
40%. He would also have sufficient cash flow for operating costs in the first three months.

Region Adapt your business to the local environment: Miss Au pointed out that selling flowers in a wet 
market is not the same as running a street-level flower shop. Operating in a wet market, you need 
better bargaining skills. But if it’s a street-level flower shop, it requires more publicity and marketing 
skills. According to Mr Cheng, unlike other countries, shops that just sell coffee don’t do well in Hong 
Kong. To make your business sustainable, you must also offer food items such as spaghetti, beefsteak 
or pork chop, etc.

Perseverance Every business has its high and low seasons. Miss Au said sometimes there would be so many 
bouquets to wrap up that she had to work overnight for days on end. You won’t make it in her line 
of work if you don’t have the drive. But in whatever line of business, you must know it well before 
you start. Here’s Miss Au’s advice to anyone interested in running a flower shop: Work as a delivery 
assistant at a flower shop for a year, and have a better understanding of the business. 

Erica Lam

Long-term Follow-up Service Co-ordinator

“Be Your Own Boss”
workshop
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The Movements of Life

 As the participants watched the colourful balloons soar slowly, their knitted brows relaxed 

and smiles reappeared on their faces. These were no ordinary balloons. Tied to their ends were 

strips of paper on which commemorative words and good wishes were written. They had an 

important mission to fulfill, namely, to dispatch the messages of love to the participants’ far-away 

children or brothers and sisters in this balloon release event.

 The balloon release event was organized by CCF on 19 April as the finale of a memorial programme 

held every 18 months.  Members of dozens of bereaved families gathered together to mourn the passing of their 

children or brothers and sisters. The pain, helplessness and yearning can only be shared among families with similar 

experiences. It is hoped that participating families can find relief from pain, a vent for their pent-up emotions, and mutual 

support through their collective mourning and group sharing.

 It takes time for the bereaved families to alleviate their pain, and what they need most is the understanding and 

support of others. Fortunately, given their innate self-healing power, coupled with the loving care of their relatives and friends, 

the bereaved families will no doubt emerge from their mourning stage with a new purpose and direction in life. They would 

never forget their departed loved ones, but would keep the best memories of the diseased in their mind, while burying the 

deepest thoughts for them in their hearts. Love fades not with the dead.  It can find umpteen ways for perpetuation and 

even glorify itself.  

 Despite all its hardships, life is full of wonders and hope. Painful experiences help us grow and learn to cherish our 

loved ones. In realizing the vagaries of life, we should also come to a fuller understanding of the true meaning of living in the 

moment.

Molin Lin

Fly, 
balloons, fly!
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Special Topic

Visit to Guangzhou
 CCF’s visit to Guangzhou in July coincided with the harvest season of 
lychee. Instead of visiting a lychee farm, CCF took part in first seminar for 
China’s parents of cancer kids. CCF sent three representatives to the seminar, 
namely, Founder Chairman Ms Miami Wu, Hospital Play Coordinator Ms 
Loy, and the writer. 

 The seminar was co-organized by the International 
Confederation of Childhood Cancer Parent Organizations, the 
Guangzhou Anti-Cancer Association and the Guangzhou Childhood 
Cancer Parent Group. The 200-plus participants included doctors, 
nurses, NGO representatives, parents and survivors from nine cities 
– Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Nanning, Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, 
Xi’an, Wuhan and Chongqing.

 The seminar was held from July 25 to 26. The morning 
session on the first day was conducted by medical personnel, and 
covered an overview of childhood cancer in Mainland China and 
related medical knowledge. During the afternoon session, nurses 
and NGOs talked about the social services for child cancer patients 
and their families. The morning session on the second day was a 
sharing session regarding the work and experiences of parents’ 
associations, while the afternoon session was a workshop on the 
establishment and development of the parents’ associations.

 In the afternoon on the first day Ms Loy gave a talk on 
“Helping child patients under treatment through play”. Parents and 
medical workers were advised to use various simple games to help 
child patients relieve their fear, anxiety, anger and other negative 
emotions throughout the long and painful treatment process. This 
will generate positive energy in the patients. 

 Hospital games may be familiar to the Sunshine Kids of CCF, 

but child patients in Mainland China may not even get the chance of basic 
treatment. As pointed out by Doctor Gu from Shanghai, the percentage 
of Mainland child cancer patients receiving proper treatment is under ten 
per cent. Unfortunately, other doctors also observed that even for child 
patients suffering from standard-risk leukaemia, which has a high curing 
rate, they would sometimes be forced to give up treatment because of 
financial reasons. 

 Costs reforms in China’s medical system are considered a big 
venture, which will take a long time to accomplish. In the meantime, as 
the number of diagnosed cancer cases in children is on the increase, 
doctors and parents in some Mainland cities can only rely on community 
resources to alleviate the problem. The development of Chinese volunteer 
organizations and growing affluence of society have paved way for 
charity and volunteering work in the Mainland. Other essential measures 
include strengthening the supervision of charitable and volunteering 
organizations and enhancing their operational transparency, as well as 
the proper appropriation of donations.

 The Guangzhou visit has shed light on the fact that, while the pain 
and sufferings brought about by cancer may be similar, Hong Kong child 
cancer patients enjoy far better support and care compared with their 
Mainland counterparts. There is still much room for development and 
improvement when it comes to the basic treatment and support services, 
especially in remote rural and mountainous areas in the Mainland. 

Hopeful ly, with the continued 
modernization of China, child cancer 
patients and their families will get 
the right support they need.

Heidi Szeto
Centre-in-charge of CCF 

Family Service Centre 
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            Fruits for Doc

 Don’t cry!
1

4

Don’t cry! 
If you cry too much, 

you won’t be pretty
  when you 
    grow up!

So you must have cried a lot when you were a kid!

CCF donates HK$250,000 to  
Ronald McDonald House

 After launching a renovation and room expansion project in August last year, Ronald 
McDonald House Hong Kong organized a sponsorship-naming fund-raiser in March this year. 
CCF donated HK$250,000 to the organization to provide needy child patients and their families 
with better-equipped temporary accommodation.

 Providing appropriate and free short-term accommodation for child patients, particularly 
bone marrow transplant patients has always been one of the professional services that CCF 
is committed to develop. Way back in 1991, CCF established its first Half-way Home for child 
patients. At present, the CCF Half-way Home in Shatin, Ho Man Tin and Aberdeen serve child 
patients from the Prince of Wales Hospital, Queen Elizabeth Hospital and Queen Mary Hospital 
and their family members.

We’ve moved in!
 Here is a piece of good news for you: the Children’s Cancer 
Foundation Respite Care & Rehabilitation Centre at Pak Tin Estate 
in Kowloon went into operation in August after its completion. 
Starting from mid-July, the Centre staff began to move in, and 
new staff reported for duty gradually. The Centre serves child 
patients and their families in need by referral and appointment 
only. Those in need of such services are welcome to contact CCF 
staff. With the opening of the Centre, CCF’s programmes have 
been further expanded to include more comprehensive and 

appropriate services for child patients and their 
families. Watch out for a detailed report on 
the Centre in the next issue of the CCF 
Newsletter.

You must stay in 
the hospital.

I really 
want  
to go 
home!



* Repeat donor 

Fundraising Activities

2020

33Children’s Cancer Foundation Newsletter · Vol.36 · 06/2009

Nov 7-Dec 5 Bupa (Asia) Limited* 2008 Bupa Care Scheme 52,600.00 
  Member Satisfaction 
  Survey
Nov 15 & 16 Honest Motors Ltd. & Drive Your Love –  1,000.00 
 Metro Motors Ltd. Charity Test Drive Day
Nov 16 Kitty Cheung Hong Kong Triathlon 35,100.00 
 Judy Dunne 
 Josephine Mazaraki 
 Nicola Buswell 
 Ann Gillian Chu 
 Tori Pope
Nov 29 AMHH* Alba’s Walk 10,750.00
Nov Shek O Country Club* Captain’s Charity Day 30,000.00 The amount was raised by the 
    Ladies Section.
Nov New Century (Huang’s) Fund-raising Campaign 2,450,000.00 The amount was used for the   
 Foundation Ltd.   renovation of  the bone marrow 
    transplantation rooms and 
    installation of the high efficiency 
    particulate air filter system at 
    the Children’s Centre for Cancer  
    and Blood Diseases of the 
    Queen Mary Hospital.
Nov-Apr BuBuG Family Monthly Magazine* 呼喚全城幼學童 10,606.20 
  易畫義賣獻愛心   
Nov-Apr Holiday Inn Golden Mile Sale of Teddy Bears 7,409.60 
 Hong Kong*
Nov-Apr Hong Kong Commercial Share My Song Programme 26,519.50 
 Broadcasting Co., Ltd.*
Nov-Apr ipac financial planning HK Ltd.* Casual Wear Days 1,029.00
Nov-Apr Ponti Trading Ltd. Sale of Airborne Honey 300.00 
  for Kids
Nov-Apr Red Mission* Sale of Red Card 357.80
Dec 1 Roche Hong Kong Ltd. Roche 2008 Children’s Walk 1,800.00
Dec 6 Tsing Yi Trade Association Charity Sale 19,233.00 
 Tseung Kwan O Kindergarten 
Dec 8-12 Tsz Wan Shan Catholic Fund-raising Campaign 2,900.00 
 Primary School*
Dec 14-Jan 1 Sino Group of Hotels Christmas Campaign 81,113.10
Dec 15 Turbo Jet* Sale of Raffle Tickets 8,850.00 The event was held at its 
    Christmas Party.
Dec 16 Sha Tin Junior School* Christmas Carol Concert 1,793.00
Dec 17 Marie Claire “Fashion with Heart” Award  30,720.00 
  Presentation Gala Dinner 2008 
Dec 17-19 Marco Polo Hotels, Hong Kong* Christmas Chestnut Giveaway 2,574.20
Dec 20 Mr. Eric Chan “Love Matters” Concert 15,000.00
Dec 20 The Fanling Assemblies of Christmas Carnival 27,385.60 
 God Kindergarten*
Dec 20 St. Monica’s Anglo-Chinese Christmas Carnival 3,194.80 
 Kindergarten (Tsuen Wan)*
Dec 21 Sun Sing Club* 名曲鬥一番Live Show 5,904.31

November 2008 – April 2009

 Date Donor/Organizer Event Amount(HK$) Remarks

 2008
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Dec 24 Polo Ralph Lauren Sourcing Charity Auction 13,000.00 
 Co., Ltd.
Dec Diocesan Girls’ Junior School* Mini Bazaar 3,000.00
Dec Discovery Mind Kindergarten* Charity Sale 4,845.30
Dec Ferrari Logistics (Asia) Ltd. Fund-raising Campaign 150,380.00 The amount was used to 
    purchase Benchtop 
    Refrigerated Centrifuge, Vital 
    Signs Blood Pressure Monitor, 
    Integrated Patient Monitor and 
    Patient Control Analgesic 
    Infusion Pump for The Lady Pao  
    Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince  
    of Wales Hospital.
Dec St. Paul’s Co-Educational College* Fund-raising Campaign 1,000.00
Dec  Wan Chung Construction Co., Ltd. Fund-raising Campaign 2,599.50
Dec-Apr The Nielsen Company* Fund-raising Campaign 68,650.00

2009

Jan 6 Wise-Kids Educational Toys* 20th Anniversary Dinner Party 5,397.00
Jan 19 Chiu Yang Kindergarten* Charity Sale 2,250.00
Jan 31 AECOM Spring Dinner 20,270.00 The amount was used to 
    upgrade facilities in paediatric 
    oncology wards.
Jan Carinat Ltd. Charity Auction 23,000.00 The event was held on  
    October 29, 2008.
Jan First Assembly of God Church Charity Sale 331.00 
 Tin Chak Nursery*
Jan German Speaking Ladies Group* Fund-raising Campaign 50,000.00
Jan The Hong Kong Bankers Club* Donation in lieu of 20,000.00 
  Christmas Cards
Jan Lanson Place Hotel Fund-raising Campaign 920.20
Jan Pacific Club* Fund-raising Campaign 30,572.00 The event was held in 2008.
Jan Red Mission* Sale of Calendars 2,009.00 The event was held between 
    September and December 
    2008.
Jan The Salvation Army Fund-raising Campaign 2,347.00 The event was organized by  
 (Lei Muk Shue Nursery School)   its Parents-Teacher Association.
Jan Seaview Club Generous Exchange 1,649.00 
  Square
Jan S.K.H. Ho Chak Wan Fund-raising Campaign 1,000.00 
 Primary School*
Jan True Light Middle School of Fund-raising Campaign 3,500.00 
 Hong Kong*
Jan Union Hospital* Fund-raising Campaign 11,609.60
Jan Wings Trading (HK) Co., Ltd.* E-card Fund-raising 20,000.00 
  Campaign
Jan-Mar Dali Swimming Club Co., Ltd. Fund-raising Campaign 10,000.00
Feb 1 Mustard Seed Workshop* Charity Sale 9,600.00
Feb 1-9 Sherwood Court Estate Owners’ Fund-raising Campaign 15,895.40 
 Committee*

 Date Donor/Organizer Event Amount(HK$) Remarks

 2008
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Feb 8 Mr. David Lau & Friends Standard Chartered 10,200.00 
  Marathon 2009
Feb 13 Netherlands Hong Kong Society Annual Chinese New 41,640.46 
  Year Dinner
Feb 22 Shanghai Alumni Primary School* English Fun Fair 2,432.20
Feb 27-Mar 8 City Super Ltd. Sake Fair Silent Auction 4,400.00
Feb Caritas Chong Yuet Ming Fund-raising Campaign 2,429.10 
 Secondary School*
Feb Diocesan Boys’ School Primary  Fund-raising Campaign 1,685.00 The amount was donated  
 Division   by the English Department.
Feb Fitch (Hong Kong) Ltd. Fund-raising Campaign 5,418.00
Feb Michael Page International Fund-raising Campaign 35,180.00 
 (Hong Kong) Ltd.*
Feb VanNat International Rainbow Dreams Music 3,488.00 The event was held on  
 Children’s Choir* Concert  September 20, 2008.
Mar 1 Metro Broadcast Corporation Ltd.* Fund-raising Campaign 20,000.00 
 & Sun Life Financial
Mar 3-31 Hong Kong Recording Industry “Love Music, Love 114,524.50 
 Alliance Ltd. Charity” Campaign
Mar 4 Nokia Siemens Networks Charity Sale 9,010.00 
 (H.K.) Ltd.
Mar 7 Cetec Ltd.* Charity Sale Day 15,783.14
Mar 19 C2009 Committee Fund-raising Campaign 7,860.00
Mar 30 Mr. Jacky Cheung* & Fund-raising Campaign 299,623.15 
 Hard Rock Café*
Mar 30-31 Red Mission* Yesterday Once More –  14,105.00 
  A Retrospect of Leslie Cheung  
  Classic Movies – Series V
Mar BP Asia Ltd. Fund-raising Campaign 17,560.00
Mar Discovery College* Fund-raising Campaign 4,699.50
Mar Fun Camping Association Ltd.* Fund-raising Campaign 1,500.00
Mar St. Paul’s Co-Educational College* Fund-raising Campaign 1,000.00
Apr 17 Allianz Global Investors Asia Fund-raising Campaign 131,258.00 
 Pacific GmbH* &  
 RCM Asia Pacific*
Apr 28 Discovery College* Peak Walk 44,006.00
Apr Bupa (Asia) Limited* Customer Satisfaction Survey 51,400.00
Apr Hasbro Far East Ltd.* Fund-raising Campaign 100,000.00 The amount was used to 
    support the Drug Sponsorship 
    Programme.

Special thanks to

1. KPMG and KCS Hong Kong Limited for waiving the professional fees;
2. The Marco Polo Hongkong Hotel for providing a complimentary function room at a very low cost to hold monthly council meetings;
3. Citibank (Hong Kong) Ltd. for reducing the service charge for the Visa card donations; 
4. TVB Weekly and Wagazine for the free advertising space;
5. Buspak Advertising (Hong Kong) Limited, Citybus Limited, New World First Bus Services Limited, MTR Corporation Limited, The Mall Channel 

International Limited and Wise-Kids Educational Toys for promoting the Foundation's work.

A note of thanks is also due to the many unlisted individuals and organizations that have made generous donations/ 
donations in kind or have lent their kind support to the Children's Cancer Foundation.

(The organizations above are listed in random order as in the Chinese version)

 Date Donor/Organizer Event Amount(HK$) Remarks

 2009
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November 2008–April 2009

Patient Services
2008

November Three magic sessions held at Queen Elizabeth Hospital were attended by 22 patients.
  Five snowmen decoration sessions held at Queen Elizabeth Hospital and The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre were attended 

by 23 patients.
  Six bone cancer survivors had a meeting to update the Bone-pals website.
  Six patients from The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre participated in a session of balloon twisting.
  Three patients joined a craft work session at The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre.
November 1 A group of seven bereaved Christian fathers and a group of six bereaved Christian mothers each attended one bereavement 

support group session.
November 2 Five survivors attended an adventure training at Tsuen Wan Youth S.P.O.T. of the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups.
November 15 17 persons from seven families enjoyed the film “Beverly Hills Chihuahua” at The Grand Cinema.
November 22 34 persons from 13 bereaved families and seven persons from two families of palliative cases attended the “Magic Night 2008” 

show put on by the Hong Kong Police Magic Club at Kwai Tsing Theatre.
  187 persons from 57 families enjoyed a day of fun at Ocean Park.
November 29 23 parents from 19 families attended a parents’ tea gathering for mutual sharing and support.
December One session of Hospital Bingo was conducted. 18 patients participated.
  Santa Claus visited 60 patients in five hospitals. Each child 

received a gift and had a picture taken with Santa.
  Two sessions of craft activities in making Christmas 

ornaments were held at Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Eight 
patients participated.

  The Bone Tumour Survivors’ Group had a gathering. Five 
survivors participated.

  15 patients attended three group game sessions.
December 6  Nine survivors organized a Christmas party for the elderly 

residents of Lok Sin Tong Leung Kau Kui Hostel for the 
Elderly.                  

December 13 505 persons from 150 families attended and enjoyed the Christmas party at Southorn Indoor Stadium.
December 20-21 11 persons from four bereaved families attended a two-day adventure training course at Hong Kong Outward Bound School.

2009

January & February Six sessions of craft activities celebrating Chinese New Year were conducted. 22 patient/times participated.
  Ten patients from The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre participated in a snack making session to celebrate Chinese New 

Year.
  Five patients joined a balloon twisting group at The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre.
January 4 41 persons from 21 bereaved families visited Hong Kong Wetland Park.
January 10 & Ten survivors attended two monthly meetings to learn English reading and writing skills.
February 7
January 11 100 persons from 33 families enjoyed a day of fun at Wetland Park.
January 17 A group of four bereaved Christian fathers and a group of eight bereaved Christian 

mothers each attended one bereavement support group session.
February 15 330 persons from 105 families enjoyed the film show “Bolt 

Participating parents and children 
had a day of excitement and fun at 
Ocean Park.A tea gathering for parents was organized 

for participants to build encouragement and 
support for each other.

Wetland Park offered the kids a chance to 
experience first-hand the joy of an eco-tour.

Undeterred by the thick mist, 
participants pushed on full steam 
ahead towards Ma On Shan. 

3D”.
February 22 48 persons from 20 families participated in a family hiking 

from Ma On Shan Country Park to Po Lo Che in Sai Kung.
March The child patients of five hospitals were invited to take part 

in a birthday cake design competition to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the Foundation.
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March 8 82 persons from 24 families enjoyed a day of fun at the Tso Kung Tam Outdoor Recreation Centre.
March 14 Five survivors attended a monthly meeting to learn English reading and writing skills.
March 21 35 young kids under seven from 11 families visited Noah’s Ark.
March 22 60 persons from 26 bereaved families had a trail walk on the Peak.
March 28 30 persons from 13 bereaved Christian families enjoyed a half day of 

fun at Lavender Garden.
April One session of Hospital Bingo was organized for eight patients.
  Two sessions of group activities were held at The Lady Pao Children’s 

Cancer Centre to celebrate Easter. Eight patients participated.
April 13 Six survivors attended a workshop on examination skills for HKCEE 

Chinese subject.
April 18 Six survivors attended a monthly meeting to learn English reading 

and writing skills.
April 19 36 persons from 17 bereaved families attended the memorial 

programme “四月有情天” at the Marycove Centre of Sisters of the Good Shepherd.
  133 persons from 45 families enjoyed a day of fun at Lavender Garden.
April 20 Six survivors attended a workshop on “How to run a business”.
April 25-26 11 persons from four families attended a two-day programme at the Hong Kong 

Outward Bound School in Tai Mong Tsai Training Base.

Financial Assistance
November 2008– Financial assistance was given for the following:
April 2009 (1) eight drug sponsorships
  (2) six wigs
  (3) food coupons
  (4) funeral expenses
  (5) travelling allowance
  (6) subsidy for home removal

A heart-warming photo taken against a 
colourful backdrop of lavender.

The lifelikeness of the animal figures in the 
Noah’s Ark is amazing.

  (7) emergency living expenses
  (8) child care subsidy for siblings
  (9) subsidy for social activity expenditure 

for four palliative patients
  (10) subsidy for visiting Hong Kong 

Disneyland for three palliative patients 
and their family members as last wish

Half-way Homes
November 2008- A total of five families used the Half-way Homes.
April 2009

Publications
November 2008 Sunshine Express Vol. 3 was published.
April 2009 Children’s Cancer Foundation Newsletter (35th issue) was published.

Hospital Services
December 18, 2008 The quarterly Coordinating Committee meeting between paediatric oncologists, neurologists and radiotherapists of the five 

major public hospitals and representatives of Children’s Cancer Foundation was held at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
  The Palliative Care Task Group meeting between paediatric oncologists of the five hospitals and representatives of Children’s 

Cancer Foundation was held at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

Medical Equipment
November 2008- The following items were purchased for the following hospitals:
April 2009 1. Prince of Wales Hospital
    two Vital Signs Non-Invasive Blood Pressure Monitors
    two Infusion System
    one Patient  Monitor
    two 32” LCD TV

  2. Queen Mary Hospital
    one      Portable Cardiovascular Ultrasound System
    one      Mobile Library Trolley 

The family day camp 
offered the kids the best 

chance to strut their stuff. 

The adventure training course at Hong Kong 
Outward Bound School was a test of courage 
and self-confidence for participants.
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Without the generous donation of needed supplies and services from individual donors and organizations, the above-mentioned CCF services and events 
would not have been possible. The Foundation regrets the incomplete listing of donors and thanks them sincerely nevertheless.

Medical Training
2009

The following sponsorships were provided for:

Jan 7-Mar 31 One nurse from Tongji Hospital, Tongji University, Shanghai received training in paediatric oncology nursing care at The Lady Pao 
Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital.

Jan 9-Mar 28 One doctor from Anhui Provincial Children’s Hospital received training in paediatric haematology and oncology at The Lady Pao 
Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital.

Jan 9-31 & One nurse from Anhui Provincial Children’s Hospital received training in paediatric oncology nursing care  at The Lady Pao
Feb 16-Mar 28 Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital.

Mar 2-August 31 One doctor from Shenzhen Children’s Hospital received training in paediatric haematology and oncology at Queen Mary 
Hospital.

Bone Marrow Transplantation
November 2008- Seven paediatric oncology bone marrow transplants were performed at The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales
April 2009 Hospital and three at Queen Mary Hospital.

Staff Training
April 2009 The Clinical Psychologist, Nurse-in-charge and three family counsellors attended a workshop on “Traumatic Bereavement as 

a Form of Complicated Mourning Conceptual Issues and Intervention Strategies When Trauma and Loss Suddenly Collide”. 
Organized by the University of Hong Kong, the workshop was presented by Dr Theresa Rando.

  Two Nurse Specialists attended a “Training Course on Complicated Grief” organized by Centre on Behavioral Health, HKU.

Others
2008

November 12 The Clinical Psychologist presented “A Pilot Qualitative Study on the Coping Strategies of Children with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukaemia in Hong Kong” at the 15th Hong Kong International Cancer Congress.

November 14 The Nurse-in-charge gave a presentation on “Palliative Care for Children with Cancer and Their Families” at the 15th Hong Kong 
International Cancer Congress.

November 28 Two Council Members, Executive Director, Centre-in-charge, Nurse-in-charge, Nurse Specialist, Family Counsellor and Hospital 
Play Specialist attended the “Re-opening Party of Children’s Centre for Cancer and Blood Diseases (K8N) and Ambulatory Care 
Ward (K8S)” of Queen Mary Hospital.

December 14 The Vice Chairman and Centre-in-charge attended the Christmas Party of Queen Mary Hospital.

2009

January 7 The Centre-in-charge, Nurse-in-charge and Clinical Psychologist visited Jockey Club Cancer Rehabilitation Centre of The Hong 
Kong Anti-Cancer Society.

January 16 The Centre-in-charge, Nurse-in-charge, Clinical Psychologist, two Family Counsellors, Nurse Specialist and Hospital Play 
Coordinator visited Ronald McDonald House.

April 6 The Centre-in-charge and Clinical Psychologist visited Hong Kong Eye Hospital to explore the possibility of providing patient 
service for child patients suffering from retinoblastoma who have received treatment only at Eye Hospital.

Public Education
November 2008- Life educational talks were organized for 23 secondary schools. Positive feedback was received from both teachers and
April 2009 students.



“Smile!” Photo Studio

Let ’s go!

Discover 

Chinese White Dolphin & 

Tai O in a tour

Mum, I really saw a 

dolphin!

A loving family is 

an invincible team

One, two, 
three, four,… 
side by side 

we sit

Best CCF athlete 
with hand in cast

Wow! Here comes the  
                  Chinese White Dolphin!

Hello! Here I’m!

A model is better than 
nothing!



“Smile!” Photo Studio

My dearest…
Baby… What a pair!

Bingo! 

Bye！

A Sunshine 
Ambassador with a 

beaming smile

Dinner
     time!

Charcoaled 
waffle－

a local delicacy in 
Tai O

Ms Mak, 
time for a game of 

Bingo!

Mum and I are leaving. See you next time!



CCF Comics / CCF漫畫廊

作者TINA是一名長期支持基金義工服務的康復者，希望透過漫畫將歡樂和關懷送給每位「童心」的讀者。

The cartoonist Tina is a survivor and a long-term supporter of CCF volunteering work, who hopes to bring 
laughter and show concern to every reader of the CCF Newsletter.

For your own sake, for other people’s sake, 

it’s best to put your mask back on! 

Sonny, put on your mask properly!

Just like 
everybody else, 
I hate wearing a 

mask 

It’s just like… 

Under a scorching sun…

In a crowded place…

Can’t see clearly through my glasses…

Can’t help drooling in my sleep…

Achoo!

And when you’re ill, masked and 
sit through an exam, 

And…

Changing a 
soiled mask is time-

consuming.

Don’t be a germ carrier, wash your hands!

For whatever reason…




